attention;
6 and beyond the capital, the famous cases of Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen dominate.
7 This is unfortunate, because in some ways provincial places like Torgau are more representative than their well-known counterparts whose international character and 'third' past as antifascist monuments in the GDR arguably distorted developments there. In contrast, post-Wende memorialization in Torgau began from a relatively clean slate and remained largely a German affair. Consequently, certain tendencies developed there that could not develop at Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen, tendencies common across provincial Germany and at national level.
8 Studying Torgau thus promotes a better understanding of the memorialization of the 'double past' more generally.
Yet the case is also worth examining in its own right. Torgau gained notoriety for the duration of its memorial debate and for a perceived tendency to equate communism and Nazism and to rehabilitate Speziallager inmates. Memorialization at Fort Zinna caused consistent controversy after 1992, developed haltingly, and remains incomplete in early 2009. More significantly, the mode of memorialization there differed from Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen where, to use Bill Niven's terms, a 'principle of hierarchy' emerged, with the Nazi past paramount. In Torgau, in contrast, a 'principle of equation' appeared to develop.
9 Several factors contributed, including regional politics and the specific victims' groups involved. However, the fundamental differences arose from Fort Zinna's continued use as a prison by the GDR until 1990 and by Saxony thereafter, which created opportunities and challenges. Memorialization began, post-GDR, from a relatively clean slate but, confined as it was to a car park outside the prison, that slate was small. As rival communities of memory sought to inscribe their readings of history onto the site, conflict became inevitable. For much of the 1990s, the victims of communism appeared ascendant, but ultimately the outcome was more balanced than initial appearances suggested. The following sections explore four phases in the fight over the prison car park: the initial scenario in 1990 (I); the erection of a controversial memorial dedicated to a unitary totalitarian past in 1992 (II); an abortive attempt, in the late 1990s, to distinguish three pasts (III); and a more successful attempt at twofold memorialization in the new millennium (IV).
Broken taboos -opportunities and challenges
The history of Torgau's sites of incarceration was taboo until 1990, when the discovery of mass graves of Speziallager inmates at Sachsenhausen and elsewhere broke the East German taboo that had surrounded the camps since their closure in 1950 and ended West Germany's post-1950s 'repression' of the topic. 10 In Torgau, as elsewhere, debate about the camps and efforts to commemorate their victims preceded detailed research.
11 Myths abounded, ranging between two poles: on the one hand, the view that they contained Nazi criminals and constituted a legitimate effort at de-Nazification; on the other, the belief that they contained innocent victims of Stalinist despotism and were effectively concentration camps.
